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Cello Solo is Instrumental in Raising Funds, Awareness

By Scott P. Edwards

mer do spondylitis and Bach’s Cello Suites
have in common? Not much, really, except for
an innovative, new fundraising initiative, called
“Bach to Health.”

“Bach to Health” combines the twin talents of Eric Roter,
M.D., an emergency room physician at Kaiser Permanente in
Cleveland and a Juilliard trained cellist, to help raise money
for some of the country’s top-rated healthcare charities,
including the Spondylitis Association of America. Dr. Roter
created 36 videos using the movements of Johannes Sebastian
Bach’s masterpiece Cello Suites and dedicated each one to a
leading nonprofit healthcare organization.

“For years,” says Dr. Roter, “I tried to figure out ways to
combine my dual talents as a physician and musician. With the
advent of high-speed Internet and streaming video, I realized
that I could put it all together - music, medical education and
philanthropy — by videotaping myself playing the cello and
then embedding educational text and a donation link within
each video. It all came together at once, like the Big Bang.”

When Dr. Roter was a student at Juilliard in Manhattan, he
sometimes performed in trios and quartets on the sidewalks of
the City, using the donations of passersby to help pay for food
and living expenses. “What if,” thought the doc, “I created a
way where people could still enjoy my playing, and yet this
time, have their donations go directly to a worthy medical
cause?” Each video of the Cello Suites is thus set against a
background of familiar street scenes of Manhattan, highlights
facts about a disease, and provides a link to make tax-
deductible donations. The videos can be viewed on YouTube
or through Dr. Roter’s website www.bachtohealth.org.
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